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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 
Responsive to Request for Continued Examination (RCE) received July 14, 2006. Claims 1-48 were pending. 
After Examiner' s Amendment below, claims 1-48 are allowed. 

An examiner' s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner s amendment was given in a telephone interview with Edmond 
DeFrank on September 11, 2006. 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1. (currently amended) A method for delivering sequentialized content to a user's content receiving 
device, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining content having a plurality of portions arranged in a predetermined sequential order; 

accepting a first delivery rule from the user for said content, wherein the user creates and controls 
a custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the custom issue delivery schedule is required to comply with 
publisher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the content to proGcrvo maintain control over certain 
artistic qualitioG parameters of the content; 

determining a next portion of said plurality of portions for the user to receive in accordance with 
said predetermined sequential order; 

creating a porGonalizcd Iggug number for each ioGuo to bo dolivorod, wherein constant publication- 
uniquo information is used to croatc a random character key to obfugcato a filonamo of the content to 
prevent uGorg from anticipating upcoming undolivorod content ; 

creating a suitably obfuGcatod filonamo by aGGombling each ioGuo' g filonamo from an unchanging 
namo portion, concatenated with a fixed number of digitG roproGonting tho Gpocific iGGUc number ; and . 

creating an obfuscated filename for said next portion of said plurality of portions to prevent the 
user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered portions of said plurality of portions of the content 
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by using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using 
a text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing said next portion of said 
plurality of portions and other constant publication-unique information: and 

delivering said next portion of said plurality of portions of said content to the user's content 
receiving device in accordance with said first delivery rule and said determined next portion. 

6. (currently amended) A method for receiving, by a user's content receiving device, sequentialized 
content having portions arranged in predetermined sequential order, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first delivery rule from the. user, wherein the user creates and controls a custom issue 
delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to comply with publisher defined physical and 
temporal dimensions of the content to prGQcrvc maintain control over certain artistic qualitioG parameters 
of the content; 

establishing a second delivery rule; ^ 

creating a porGonaligod iDGuo number for each isouc to bo dclivorod wherein constant 
publication-uniquG information ig used to croato a random character key to obfuscate a filcnamo of the 
content to prevent uooro from anticipating upcoming undolivorod content : 

creating a suitably obfuacated filename by aDgombling each igguo'o filenamo from an unchanging 
name portion, concatenated with a fixed number of digits roprcGonting the Dpccific issue number : and 

creating an obfuscated filename for a next portion of said sequentialized content to prevent the 
user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered portions of said sequentialized content by using a 
random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using a text- 
scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing said next portion of said 
sequentialized content and other constant publication- unique information; and 

requesting delivery at a time in accordance with said second delivery rule of a said next portion of 
the sequentialized content that has been selected in accordance with said first delivery rule and a 
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determination of a last portion of the sequentialized content delivered to the user's content receiving 
device. 

13. (currently amended) A method for providing sequential issues of information to a subscriber's 
computing device according to a variable schedule, the method comprising the steps of: 

depositing a plurality of sequential issues of information from a publisher in a repository; 

establishing a publisher's rule for delivery of said plurality of sequential issues to the subscriber's 
computing device, wherein the publisher's rule for delivery is based on a user defined and controlled 
custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to comply with publisher defined 
physical and temporal dimensions of the information to proGorvo maintain control over certain artistic 
qualities parameters of the content; 

establishing a schedule at a server in accordance with a subscriber parameter; 

creating a porsonalizod isGuo number for each iaguo to bo dohvcrod whoroin constant 
publication-unique information io UGcd to croatc a random character key to obfuocato a filonamo of the 
content to pro vent UGcro from anticipating upcoming undohvorod content : 

creating a suitably obfuGcatod filonamo by asGombling each iDGUo'c filonamo from an unchanging 
namo portion concatonatod with a fixed number of digits roproGonting the opccific isouo number and 

creating an obfuscated filename for an issue portion of said plurality of sequential issues to prevent 
the user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered portions of said plurality of sequential issues by 
using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using a 
text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing said next portion of said 
sequential issues and other constant publication-unique information; and 

making said sequential issues of information available to the subscriber's computing device 
according to said publisher's rule and said schedule at said server. 
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15. (currently amended) A method for providing sequential issues of information to a subscriber's 
computing device according to a variable schedule, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing the sequential issues of information in a repository; 

determining a maximum available issue number; 

determining a publisher delivery rule, wherein the publisher's delivery rule is based on a user 
defined and controlled custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to comply 
with pubhsher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the information to proGorvc maintain control 
over certain artistic qualitioG parameters of the content; 

transmitting the publisher delivery rule to the computing device; 

determining a publisher's current issue value for the sequential issues of information; 

determining a subscriber's current issue value for the sequential issues of information; 

creating a porGonaligod iGDUo number for each iDDUo to bo dolivorod whoroin constant 
publication-unique information io UGod to croato a random character key to obfuGcato a filonamo of the 
content to provont UGcrG from anticipating upcoming undGlivorod content : 

creating a Guitably obfuGcatcd filonamo by aGGcmbling each iGGUo'G filonamo from an unchanging 
name portion, concatGnatod with a fixed number of digitG roproGGnting the Dpocific icGue number : and 

creating an obfuscated filename for an issue of the sequential issues of information to prevent the 
user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered issues of the sequential issues of information by 
using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using a 
text-scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing said issue of the sequential 
issues of information and other constant publication- unique information; and 

when the subscriber's current issue value is equal to zero or the subscriber's current issue value is 
less than the publisher's current issue value, making an said issue of the sequential issues of information 
available to the computing device in response to the subscriber's current issue value. 
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23. (currently amended) A method for retrieving sequential issues of information, available from a 
publisher, by a subscriber on a personal schedule, the method comprising the steps of: 
subscribing to the sequential issues of information; 

receiving a publisher's delivery rule, wherein the publisher's delivery rule is based on a user 
defined and controlled custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to comply 
with publisher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the information to proDorvQ maintain control 
over certain artistic qualitioG parameters of the content; 

requesting an issue of the sequential issues of information consistent with the publisher's delivery 
rule and the personal schedule; 

creating a porGonaligcd iGOuo number for each iGouo to bo dolivorod whoroin constant 
publication- unique information is used to croato a random character key to obfuGcato a filonamo of the 
content to prevent UGorG from anticipating upcoming undolivorod content : 

creating a Guitably obfuGcatod filonamo by aoGombling each iGGuo'G filonamo from an unchanging 
name portion concatenated with a fixod number of digitG roproGonting the opocific iGGUo number ; and 

creating an obfuscated filename for the issue of the sequential issues of information to prevent the 
user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered issues of the sequential issues of information by 
using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using a 
text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing the issue of the sequential issues 
of information and other constant publication- unique information; and 

receiving the issue of the sequential issues of information in response to the request. 

28. (currently amended) A method for providing a service for viewing of sequential issues of 
information by a subscriber, on a computing device, according to a variable schedule, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

assigning a subscriber issue number to the subscriber; 

making available, in a repository, a first group of sequential issues of information; 
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accessing the repository to obtain at least one sequential issue of the first group of sequential 
issues of information; 

determining a publisher's maximum issue number; 

determining a publisher's delivery rule, wherein the publisher's delivery rule is based on a user 
defined and controlled custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to comply 
with publisher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the information to prGGGr\^G maintain control 
over certain artistic qualities parameters of the content; 

determining a maximum issue number for entitled issues available; 

transmitting the publisher's delivery rule to the computing device; 

receiving a request from the computing device for at the l east one sequential issue of the 
sequential issues of information; 

selecting an issue number in response to the received request and consistent with the determined 
publisher's maximum issue number, the determined publisher's delivery rule, and the determined maximum 
issue number for entitled issues available; 

generating a locator in response to the selected issue number; 

creating a porgonalizGd isGuc number for the locator for each ioouo to be dGlivorod. whoroin 
constant publication- unique information iG UGod to create a random character key to obfuscate a filonamo of 
the content to prevent UGero from anticipating upcoming undolivGrcd content ; 

creating a suitably obfuGcatGd filename by aooombling each ioouo'a filonamo from an unchanging 
name portion, concatenated with a fixed number of digits roproGonting the Gpocific ioGuo number ; and 

creating the locator for the least one sequential issue of the sequential issues of information to 
prevent the user from deducing a filename of upcoming issues of the sequential issues of information by 
using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using a 
text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing the least one sequential issue of 
the sequential issues of information and other constant publication-unique information; and 
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making the selected issue of information available to the computing device in response to the 

locator. 

36. (currently amended) An apparatus for delivery of sequentialized content to a user's content 
receiving device, the apparatus comprising: 

means for obtaining content comprising a plurality of portions arranged in a predetermined 
sequential order; 

means for accepting a first delivery rule for said content, wherein the first delivery rule is based on 
a user defined and controlled custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to 
comply with publisher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the content to proGorvQ maintain control 
over certain artistic qualitioG parameters of the content; 

means for determining a next portion of said plurality of portions for the user to receive in 
accordance with said predetermined sequential order; 

me ana for creating a porGonaligod ioouo number for each iGsuo to bo dolivorod, wherein constant 
publication- unique information io used to croato a random character key to obfuGcato a filename of the 
content to prevent uGcro from anticipating upcoming undolivGrod content : 

moanG for creating a suitably obfuGcatod filename by aGGombling each iGGUo'G filename from on 
unchanging name portion concatenatod with a fixed number of digits rcproDcnting the Gpccific ioGue number 

means for creating an obfuscated filename for said next portion of said plurality of portions to 
prevent the user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered portions of said plurality of portions of 
the content by using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random character key is 
generated using a text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number representing said next 
portion of said plurality of portions and other constant publication- unique information; and 
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means for delivering a portion of said plurality of portions of said content to the user's content 
receiving device in accordance with said first delivery rule and said first delivery rule and said determined 
next portion. 

40. (currently amended) An apparatus for receiving, by a user's content receiving device, 
sequentialized content having portions arranged in predetermined sequential order, the apparatus 
comprising: 

means for receiving a first delivery rule, wherein the first delivery rule is based on a user defined 
and controlled custom issue delivery schedule; 

means for establishing a second delivery rule, wherein the second delivery rule is required to 
comply with publisher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the content to pros or vc maintain control 
over certain artistic qualitiop parameters of the content;; 

moans for creating a poraonaligod ioouo number for each isGuo to bo dolivorod, wherein constant 
publication- unique information ia used to create a random character key to obfuscate a filonamo of tho 
content to prevent uDors from anticipating upcoming undolivorod content - 

means for creating a suitably obfuscated filename by assembling each iGOuc's filonamo from on 
unchanging name portion, concatenated with a fixed number of digits represonting tho specific issuo 
number ; and 

creating an obfuscated filename for a portion of the sequentialized content to prevent the user from 
deducing a filename of upcoming portions of the sequentialized content by using a random character key in 
said obfuscated filename, said random character key is generated using a text- scrambling algorithm by 
using a label and issue number representing said portion of the sequentialized content and other constant 
publication- unique information; and 

means for requesting delivery at a time in accordance with said second delivery rule of a -said next 
portion of the sequentialized content that has been selected in accordance with said first delivery rule and a 
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determination of a last portion of the sequentialized content delivered to the user's content receiving 
device. 

46. (currently amended) An apparatus for delivery of sequential issues of information to a subscriber's 
computing device on a variable schedule, the apparatus comprising: 

a repository that stores the sequential issues of information; 

a processor that identifies: 

a maximum available issue number, 

a publisher delivery rule, wherein the publisher delivery rule is based on a user defined and 
controlled custom issue delivery schedule, wherein the delivery schedule is required to comply with 
publisher defined physical and temporal dimensions of the content to proGorvo maintain control over certain 
artistic qualitioG parameters of the content; 

a subscription inception date, a publisher's current issue value of the sequential issues of 
information, and 

a subscriber's current issue value of the sequential issues of information; 
a personalized isGuo number that is croatod for each iDDUo to bo dclivorod wherein constant 
publication- unique information io used to create a random character key to obfuGcato a filonamo of the 
content to prevent users from anticipating upcoming undolivorod content wherein the obfuGcatod 
filename io created by assembling each issue's filename from an unchanging name portion concatenated 
with a fixed number of digits representing the specific issue number : and 

an obfuscated filename of a most current issue of the sequential issues of information created to 
prevent the user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered issues a most current issue of the 
sequential issues of information by using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said random 
character key is generated using a text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number 
representing said most current issue of the sequential issues of information and other constant publication- 
unique information; and 
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a transmitter that conveys, in response to a delivery request from the subscriber's computing 
device, a said most current issue of the sequential issues of information to the subscriber's computing 
device consistent with said publisher delivery rule, said publisher's current issue value, a time interval 
between said subscription inception date and said delivery request, and the subscriber's current issue 
value. 

• All other pending claims not listed above have not been amended or canceled and remain the same 
as presented in the amendment received July 14, 2006. 

The following is an examiner* s statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of record fails to 
teach or suggest individually or in combination creating an obfuscated filename for said next portion of said 
plurality of portions to prevent the user from deducing a filename of upcoming undelivered portions of said 
plurality of portions of the content by using a random character key in said obfuscated filename, said 
random character key is generated using a text- scrambling algorithm by using a label and issue number 
representing said next portion of said plurality of portions and other constant publication- unique 
information. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such * 
submissions should be clearly labeled " Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Ramsey Refai whose telephone number is (571) 272-3975. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s supervisor, 
Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/834,764 



Page 12 



Art Unit: 2152 

■ Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramsey Refai i 
Examiner \ 

Art Unit 2152 ^ V 

September 12, 2006 K ^ I /V\ U 





